
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

First Friends Meeting 
December 8, 2019 

 

9:00 a.m. Unprogrammed Meeting    11:00 a.m. Programmed Meeting 

 

First Friends is a Quaker Meeting 
building healthy relationships 

with God, one another, and all creation. 
 

336-299-8869 
www.friendlymeeting.org 

office@firstfriendsmeeting.org 
 

Office Hours:  
Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Ministers: Everyone 
 

Jaimie Mudd, Pastor of Congregational Ministries 
Sheila Hoyer, Pastor of Education and Outreach 

Monica Citty Hix, Minister of Music  
Ellen Ramsey, Office Manager 

Pam Reese, Treasurer 
Ana Huckins, Outreach and Education Intern 

Michale Holliday, Nursery Care 
Will Spencer, Nursery Care 

Bill Davis, Monthly Meeting Presiding Clerk 
Beth Joyce, Clerk of Ministry and Counsel 

Margaret Rowlett, Clerk of Personnel Committee 

 

To email a Clerk or Staff: (first name)@firstfriendsmeeting.org 
Jaimie, Sheila, Bill, Beth, Monica, Jean, Ellen, Pam or Ana 

 
Sunday Gatherings 

Unprogrammed at 9:00 a.m. in the Gathering Room 
 Choir Practice at 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Morning Gatherings at 10:00 a.m.   
Semi-programmed at 11:00 a.m. in the Meetingroom 

 
Childcare available in the Nursery  

(Six years of age and younger) 

 

  

 

 

 
 

“A Guided People” 



 Gather and Center 

 

Prelude                 Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn                     arr. Hayes 
 

Welcome and Announcements  Sheila Hoyer 
 

Joys and Concerns          

 

Centering Silence 

Listen and Respond 
 

Hymn 153 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus   
  (please stand as you are able)  

 

Young Friends Message  Mary Nelle Smith 
 

Anthem The Yearning Courtney 
 

Offertory Prayer  Liz Plummer 
  

Offertory Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming arr. Drischner 
 

Advent Song Come, Come Emmanuel  
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Scripture Reading Isaiah 11:1-10 Liz Plummer 

 

Hymn 162  Like a Child  
 (please remain seated)      

   

Message  “A Guided People” Jaimie Mudd

          
 

Queries: How are you welcoming the Light into your life each day? What do you hope will 
be your personal relationship with the Inward Christ? 

    REFLECTIONS AND NOTES 

 



 
  

 
 

  

Waiting Worship After the Manner of Friends          
            If led to speak, please stand and wait for a host to bring a microphone. 

Please allow for a few minutes of silence between messages. 
 
 

     Go Forth in Spirit 
Benediction               Jamie Mudd 

 
Sung Response           
  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

Bringing the message today is Jaimie Mudd. Jaimie is Pastor of Congregational  
Ministries at First Friends Meeting. 
 
Joining Jaimie on the facing bench is Liz Plummer. Liz has been a member of First 
Friends for about 20 years. She is lucky to share her home with two smart, funny, loving 
dudes (husband Jim and son Ben), and is a proud grandmother of Jeff the leopard gecko, 
Dave the bearded dragon, and Domino, the world’s most affectionate cat. Liz is also the 
daughter of Ruby Thompson, who is one of the best people Liz knows. Liz spends her 
spare time reading, embroidering badly, and watching any shows or movies that include 
British accents and period costumes.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

First Friends warmly welcomes visitors. 
Please complete the visitor card and place it in the offering plate. 

We invite you to contact pastoral staff with any questions. 
Please help yourself to Quaker literature in the foyer. 

 

Activity packets are available for children as well as a fully staffed nursery. 
 

Hearing devices are also available. 
Please see a morning host for assistance. 

 

Gentle Reminder: Please silence all electronic devices. 

Through the Christmas holiday we will have a bit different schedule for our 10:00 a.m.  
gatherings on December 22 and 29. All ages are warmly welcomed!   
 
 
December 22 at 10:00 a.m. in Room 208 we will be putting together, “Blessing Bags”.  
The youth group procured the supplies to fill 100 bags with water and snacks to give to folks 
who are in need. A portion of these bags will be in the office to give to folks who stop by 
asking for help. The rest we will send with you keep in your car and give out as you feel led. 
We will also have information about what to give and how to engage folks we meet who are 
asking for help.  
 
 
December 29 at 10:00 a.m. in Room 208 we will supply a myriad of art supplies and art 
cards to inspire and provide space for you to gather and create beauty. There will be hot 
drinks, snacks and feel free to bring those leftover cookies you might like to share! 
 
 
Newly-formed Friends Committee on NC Legislation (FCNCL): Volunteers needed 
You may have heard of the Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL), but did you 
know that a group of North Carolina Quakers has created the Friends Committee on North 
Carolina Legislation to address issues at the state level? Founded this past April under the 
care of Piedmont Friends Yearly Meeting, this new organization will, according to its  
founding document, advocate "for NC state laws and policies that are just, compassionate, 
and respectful of the inherent worth of every person and the Earth upon which we live."  
 
Would you be interested in becoming involved in this new organization? If so, please let  
Cassandra Israel, clerk, or another member of the Peace and Social Concerns Committee 
know. The committee is working to discern ways our Meeting can be involved with FCNCL 
as it builds on the Quaker tradition of faith-based advocacy for legislation and good  
government practices with a focus on North Carolina concerns. 
 



   Isaiah 11: 1-10 

 

 Then a shoot will sprout from the stump of Jesse; 

from Jesse’s roots, a branch will blossom:*  

 2 The Spirit of YHWH will rest on you— 

a spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

a spirit of counsel and strength, 

a spirit of knowledge and reverence for YHWH. 

 3 You will delight in obeying YHWH, 

and you won’t judge by appearances, 

or make decisions by hearsay. 

 4 You will treat poor people with fairness 

and will uphold the rights of the land’s 

  downtrodden. With a single word you will strike down tyrants; 

with your decrees you will execute evil people. 

 5 Justice will be the belt around this your waist— 

faithfulness will gird you up.  

 6 Then the wolf will dwell with the lamb, 

and the leopard will lie down with the young goat; 

the calf and the lion cub will graze together, 

and a little child will lead them. 

 7 The cow will feed with the bear; 

their young will lie down together. The lion will eat hay like the ox. 

 8 The baby will play next to the den of the cobra, 

and the toddler will dance over the viper’s nest.  

 9 There will be no harm, no destruction 

anywhere in my holy mountain;  

for as water fills the sea, 

so the land will be filled with knowledge of YHWH. 

10 On that Day, the Root of Jesse will serve as a symbol to the peoples of the world. 

 

The Inclusive Bible . Sheed & Ward. 

Pecans, Pecans, Pecans! 
United Society of Friends Women are selling pecans again. Don’t forget to stop by the foyer 
before 11:00 Worship Service and purchase your holiday pecans. The price is $10/bag.  
 
Poinsettias: 
We hope you enjoy the beautiful plants in the meetingroom during December. If you  
purchased a poinsettia it may be picked up from the meetingroom after Meeting for Worship 
on December 15. Any plants not picked up will be left to brighten Meeting for Worship on 
the 22 and the 29. 
 
Wednesday, December 18: 
1:00 p.m. Ministry Team Meeting, Jaimie’s Office 
2:00 p.m. Staff Meeting, Jaimie’s Office 
 
Friday, December 20: 
January newsletter submission deadline 
 
Saturday, December 21: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

5:30-6:30 p.m. Blue Christmas, Gathering Room 
 
7:00 p.m. Fun Squad Event:  
Living Room Stories - Advent Edition - “All I Want for Christmas...” 
Friends, it’s time we get together and share some of our favorite stories, joyful or  
heartbreaking, silly or serious, dealing with the holiday season. “Living Room Stories” is an  
occasional opportunity to hold our very own open-mic storytelling event based upon a 
theme. This season’s theme that we are asking people to tell stories around a theme is  
“All I want for Christmas...” We hope you’ll join us. 
 

Location: Wess and Emily Daniels’ Home - 1602 West End Place, Greensboro 



     

Please remember to submit your Joys and Thanksgivings, In the Light, and Prayers for  
Ongoing Health Concerns which you would like posted in the weekly bulletin and monthly 
newsletter to Jaimie or Ellen. Thank you. 
 

JOYS AND THANKSGIVINGS 
 

Welcome to Heidi McLaughlin’s new grandbabies, Lex and Dylan. Congratulations to 
this happy family. 
 
Giovanna, a graduate of First Friends' very first Financial Peace University class,  
is celebrating being debt free! She paid off $23,467 in debt in just 23 months. We  
are grateful for the opportunity to offer the hope and strategies for people to change  
their lives.  
 
We are thankful for our devoted group of volunteers who provide a hot, delicious dinner to 
the guests at Urban Ministries night shelter every fourth Tuesday. From planning the menu 
and purchasing the food to cooking, serving, visiting with the guests, and cleaning up the 
kitchen, our volunteers are cheerful and energetic, and a real blessing to neighbors who 
are going through rough times. We thank you! New volunteers are always welcome. 
Contact Elizabeth Vance, 336-686-6847.   

  
IN THE LIGHT 

 
Prayers for Robert and Nancy Dixon as they travel through health issues. 
 
Bob Plain and Colette Edwards would very much appreciate your thoughts and prayers 
as they each travel through some health issues. They are strong together and even  
stronger with all of you. 
 
Heidi McLaughlin’s new grandbabies, Lex and Dylan. Dylan has a lung infection and 
Lex has some congestion. Prayers are appreciated for their recoveries.  
 
Please hold Jean Christy in the Light as she deals with a health concern. 

 
PRAYERS FOR ONGOING HEALTH CONCERNS 

 
Fred and Jean Small. Jim Wilkinson. Ray Hurley. Dawn Davis' mother. Heidi McLaughlin’s 
son Christopher. Helen Hoffman’s mother-in-law, June Hoffman, friends Christina and  
former next door neighbor, Crystal. Jay McCracken and Diane Burn’s granddaughter,  
Ruby. Steve Hoffman. Norm Klos. Ann Burnett.  

Wednesday, December 11: 
6:15 p.m. Daisy Newman is doing something different for the month of December. We are 
not having a salad. We are to bring appetizers and desserts to share in the merriment of the 
Christmas holiday. We will be meeting at 6:15 in Fellowship Hall. Kathryn Straughn will be 
the host. Please RSVP to Kathryn at luemas@bellsouth.net so we may have the correct  
number of table settings. Look forward to seeing you there. 
 

7:00 p.m. Working Group to Undo Racism (WGUR). You are invited to join us as we  
discuss Trevor Noah's Born a Crime: Stories from a South African Childhood as part of 
Greensboro's ONE CITY, ONE BOOK program. Our discussion will be led by Michael  
Robinson, Program Director for NCCJ. You are welcome to attend the discussion even if 
you haven't read the book.  
 

Thursday, December 12: 
7:00 p.m. Stewardship Committee, Library 
 
7:00 p.m., Book Release Party, Scuppernong Bookstore for “Resisting Empire” by 
Wess Daniels 
Wess Daniels will be at Scuppernong Bookstore celebrating the release of his second book 
“Resisting Empire: The Book of Revelation as Resistance,” recently published by Barclay 
Press. He would love it if the First Friends Community came out and celebrated with him. 
 
Saturday, December 14: 
10:00 a.m.  Tamale Making Workshop, Kitchen. For more details contact Joanie Mitchell,  
joan.kinder@gmail.com.  
 
Sunday, December 15: 
11:00 a.m. Worship Service.  A Special Meeting for Worship Choir Service will be held on 
this day.  
12:00 p.m., Youth Group, 3rd Sunday, 3rd Floor 
 
Monday, December 16: 
10:00 a.m.  Christmas First Friends Food Pantry, downstairs 
5:30 p.m.  Going Deeper, Gathering Room 
7:00 p.m.  Finance Committee, Library 

mailto:luemas@bellsouth.net
mailto:joan.kinder@gmail.com


    

   CALENDAR AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Photo Directory: 

A photo directory is a powerful tool in our Meeting to help each of us know each other.  
Our last directory is now out-dated and it is time for a new one. Please make an  
appointment to have your picture taken on December 9 or December 15.   
 

The company taking the photos is handling the sign-up process now. Please call 
them at 1-866-554-9032 and leave a message with your name and the Meeting name.  
 
 

Please be sure to be present at noon on Dec.15 so you will be part of the group  
picture, which will be taken at the rise of the 11am service! 
 
 

Every family photographed for the directory will receive a copy of the directory and an  
8 x 10 portrait at no additional cost. You will also have the opportunity to purchase  
additional portraits at the time of the photography. So please, sign-up today!  If you have 
family members who live outside of Greensboro and whose pictures you wish to have  
included, please contact Ellen at 336-299-8869 or office@firstfriendsmeeting.org. 
 
Our Friends Food Pantry Holiday Extravaganza! 
Did you know that over the holidays First Friends gives out 250 holiday meals to our food 
pantry friends? 
 

Annually we have raised funds for our food pantry through your generous gifts. We offer 
three beautifully designed “In Honor” cards. Choose a donation of any amount and take as 
many cards as you need to give as gifts. Ellen will have them in the office during office 
hours and you can also get them as you leave on Sunday mornings. Contact  
sheila@firstfriendsmeeting.org or more information. 
 
First Friends Ministry and Counsel Dates: January 5, February 2, March 1, April 5, May 
3, Library  

 

First Friends Monthly Meeting for Business Dates: December 8, January 12, 2020,  
February 9, March 8, April 19, May 17, Fellowship Hall. 
 
Updated Contact Information: Please make sure we have your current contact  
information for our mailing list and database (email, phone, address). You may call the  
office at 336-299-8869 or email: office@firstfriendsmeeting.org. 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, December 8: 

9:00 a.m. Unprogrammed Worship, Gathering Room 

 

9:45 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 

 
 

Nursery, Newborn to 3: Michale Holliday and Will Spencer are our beloved childcare team. 

 

10:00 a.m. Young Friends Gathering (ages 4-18): This week we will be having play  
Practice in Fellowship Hall! All Young Friends are invited to attend as we prepare for 
our annual Christmas Play! 

 

10:00 a.m. Sunday Adult Gathering: If the expense and the hustle & bustle of the 
Christmas season cause you stress and anxiety and you wish you had a way of prioritizing 
during the holidays—help is here! Elizabeth Vance will lead a gathering that encourages us 
to create some financial and spiritual peace in our lives. We will meet in Room 208 at First 
Friends. Childcare provided and all are welcome.   
  

11:00 a.m. Meeting for Worship 
 

12:00 p.m. Monthly Meeting for Business, Fellowship Hall 
 

5:00 p.m. Join us for Why Christmas? written by Bill and Dawn Davis, staring Marian 
Lane Barwick as baby Jesus and Dawn Davis as the beloved Grandma. All children are  
encouraged to come participate dressed in a costume of anything that ‘might’ have been at 
the nativity. We also have some extra costumes, but they don't have to dress up at all to join 
in the fun. Our soup is being provided by a variety of folks. We are asking you to bring bread 
or a dessert to share. There will be vegan/veggie options. Contact Sheila if you have  
questions or would like to bring some soup! 
 
6:00-7:00 p.m. Guilford College's Readings and Carols event, Carnegie Room. The 
Reading and Carols event will be a collaboration of the Guilford College Choir, Lumina 
Treble Ensemble, and the Guilford Youth Chorus. Join this event for the beautiful, warm 
atmosphere of the Carnegie Room as you listen to seasonal music old and new. There will 
be a reception to follow in the Orangerie. Free and open to the public. A family-friendly 
event!  
 
Monday, December 9: 
11:30 a.m. United Society of Friends Women, NOLA Christmas Lunch 
5:30 p.m.  Going Deeper, Gathering Room 
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mailto:office@firstfriendsmeeting.org

