
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   First Friends Meeting 
November 24, 2019 

 

 9 am: Unprogrammed Meeting      11 am: Programmed Meeting 

First Friends is a Quaker Meeting 
building healthy relationships 

with God, one another, and all creation. 
 

336-299-8869 
www.friendlymeeting.org 

office@firstfriendsmeeting.org 
 

Office Hours:  
Monday-Friday: 8:00am-12:30pm 

Ministers: Everyone 
 

Jaimie Mudd, Pastor of Congregational Ministries 
Sheila Hoyer, Pastor of Education and Outreach 

Monica Citty Hix, Minister of Music  
Ellen Ramsey, Office Manager 

Pam Reese, Treasurer 
Ana Huckins, Outreach and Education Intern 

Cidney Michael Holliday, Nursery Care 
Will Spencer, Nursery Care 

Bill Davis, Monthly Meeting Presiding Clerk 

Beth Joyce, Clerk of Ministry and Counsel 

Margaret Rowlett, Clerk of Personnel Committee 

 

To email a Clerk or Staff: (first name)@firstfriendsmeeting.org 
Jaimie, Sheila, Bill, Beth, Monica, Jean, Ellen, Pam or Ana 

 
Sunday Gatherings 

Unprogrammed at 9:00 a.m. in the Gathering Room 
 Choir Practice at 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Morning Gatherings at 10:00 a.m.   
Semi-programmed at 11:00 a.m. in the Meetingroom 

 
Childcare available in the Nursery  

(Six years of age and younger) 

 

 

 

 



      Gather and Center 
                     

 
Prelude                         Let All Things Now Living                       arr. Shackley  
 
Welcome and Announcements             Sheila Hoyer 

 
Joys and Concerns                

 
Centering Silence 

                                              Listen and Respond 
 

Hymn 722                              Praise and Thanksgiving      
                (please stand as you are able)  
   
Young Friends Message       Mary Nelle Smith 

    

Anthem                       Now Thank We All Our God           arr. Rosewall 

 

Offertory Prayer              Jaimie Mudd 

 
Offertory           Grateful                             Tolk        

 
Reading                         What Canst Thou say?            Jacque Behrends
            
 

Hymn  723                            For the Fruit of all Creation                                        
         (please remain seated)   
            
             

Message     “Our gifts from the Heart are the best we have to offer to one another.” 
                         Jaimie Mudd 
 

 
Queries:  
What has been your practice for letting the eternal light search you? 
How do we provoke one another to love and good works within our Meeting? 

 
 

Waiting Worship After the Manner of Friends         
            If led to speak, please stand and wait for a host to bring a microphone. 

Please allow for a few minutes of silence between messages. 
 
 

      

       REFLECTIONS AND NOTES 

 



 
  

 
 Go Forth in Spirit 

Benediction               Jamie Mudd 

 
Sung Response                                   Hymn 712, stanza 1 

Sent forth by God’s blessing our true faith confessing,  
the people of God from this dwelling take leave. 
The service is ended, O now be extended  
the fruits of our worship in all who believe. 
The seed of the teaching, receptive souls reaching,  
shall blossom in action for God and for all. 
God’s grace did invite us, and love shall unite us  
to work for God’s kingdom and answer the call. 

 

Bringing the message today is Jaimie Mudd. Jaimie is Pastor of Congregational  
Ministries at First Friends Meeting. 
 

Joining Jaimie on the facing bench is Jacque Behrends. Jacque has been a part of 
this Meeting since even before she can remember. She and her Shih Tzu, “Soybean,” love 
their 60-year-old house and their “not-so-early morning walks. 
 
 
 

The flowers today are given in loving memory of 
Al and Audrey Horney 

by Barbara Potts and Katie Thompson  
 

First Friends warmly welcomes visitors. 
Please complete the visitor card and place it in the offering plate. 

We invite you to contact pastoral staff with any questions. 
Please help yourself to Quaker literature in the foyer. 

 

Activity packets are available for children as well as a fully staffed nursery. 
 

Hearing devices are also available. 
Please see a morning host for assistance. 

 

Gentle Reminder: Please silence all electronic devices. 

Pecans, Pecans, Pecans! 
United Society of Friends Women are selling pecans again. Don’t forget to stop by the foyer 
before 11:00 Worship Service, starting this Sunday, November 10 and purchase your  
holiday pecans. The price is $10/bag.  
 
Thursday, December 12: 
7:00pm Stewardship Committee, Library 
 
Saturday, December 14: 
10:00am   Tamale Making Workshop, Kitchen. For more details contact Joanie Mitchell,  
joan.kinder@gmail.com.  
 
 
Sunday, December 15: 
11:00am Worship Service.  A Special Meeting for Worship Choir Service will be held on 
this day.  
12:00pm First Friends Group picture for the 2020 picture directory 
12:00pm, Youth Group 3rd Sunday, 3rd Floor 
 
Monday, December 16: 
10:00am  Christmas First Friends Food Pantry, downstairs 
5:30pm  Going Deeper, Gathering Room 
7:00pm  Finance Committee, Library 
 
 

Lord, thank you for walking with us through the seasons of our lives. For the 
winter, when we are held safe in your arms through the darkness. For the 
hope of spring, as we are filled with new promise and life. For summer time, 
full of warmth and color And for autumn days as leaves fall to seed new 

growth. You are always with us. Amen 

mailto:joan.kinder@gmail.com


   Sunday, December 15: 
Group photo session for 2020 Picture Directory of First Friends Meeting directly after  
Meeting for Worship at noon. Look forward to seeing you there. 
 
Through the Christmas holiday we will have a bit different schedule for our 10:00am 
gatherings on December 22nd an 29th. All ages are warmly welcomed!   
 

Sunday, December 22:  
10:00am in Room 208 we will be putting together, “Blessing Bags”. The youth group  
procured the supplies to fill 100 bags with water and snacks to give to folks who are in 
need. A portion of these bags will be in the office to give to folks who stop by asking for 
help. The rest we will send with you keep in your car and give out as you feel led. We will 
also have information about what to give and how to engage folks we meet who are asking 
for help.  
 

Sunday, December 29:  
10:00am in Room 208 we will supply a myriad of art supplies and art cards to inspire and 
provide space for you to gather and create beauty. There will be hot drinks, snacks and feel 
free to bring those leftover cookies you might like to share! 
 
 

Tuesday, December 24, 2018,  
5:30pm: Chrstmas Eve Service at First Friends Meeting, Come join us for a time of  
Christmas Hymns, Readings and Lighting of the Candles. All are welcome to come  
celebrate! 
 

 

Newly-formed Friends Comm. on NC Legislation (FCNCL): Volunteer needed 
You may have heard of the Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL), but did you 
know that a group of North Carolina Quakers has created the Friends Committee on North 
Carolina Legislation to address issues at the state level? Founded this past April under the 
care of Piedmont Friends Yearly Meeting, this new organization will, according to its found-
ing document, advocate "for NC state laws and policies that are just, compassionate, and 
respectful of the inherent worth of every person and the Earth upon which we live." Would 
you be interested in becoming involved in this new organization? If so, please let  
Cassandra Israel, clerk, or another member of the Peace and Social Concerns Committee 
know. The committee is working to discern ways our Meeting can be involved with FCNCL 
as it builds on the Quaker tradition of faith-based advocacy for legislation and good  
government practices with a focus on North Carolina concerns. 
 

It’s poinsettia time! The beautiful red plants will fill the front of the meetingroom in  
December, and you can order them now in honor or in memory of loved ones. Our cost has 
gone up for the first time in over ten years, but there is also an increase in the profit going to 
the Youth Fund ($5.40 per plant). You’ll find the order form inserted in this  
bulletin. 

19 November 24  Celebrating Abundance Margaret Fell of Swarthmoor Hall 

    Reading: What Canst Thou say? Margaret Fell (1614-1702) 

  

I do see the secret work of God going on in people's minds. Look not at the hard rocks, 
nor look not at briars, nor look not at the thorns, nor at the mountains, nor at the coldness, 
for the true seeds-men must not regard the weather, the winds that blow; they sow the 
seed before the winter. (Letter to prisoners, 1653) 
 

The eternal spirit of God is one in all, and that which divides one from another, is for  
judgment, for where division is, that is of the kingdom that cannot stand. So read where 
you are, for if you are in that which is divided, you cannot stand. So in love and tenderness 
to your souls, I warn and charge you from the Lord, keep in the light, which is one, in the 
power, which is one, in the measure of life made manifest in you, which is one. And here 
is no division, nor separation, but a gathering and a knitting. (Epistle to Friends, 1655) 
 

Friends, deal plainly with yourselves, and let the eternal light search you, and try you, for 
the good of your souls; for this will deal plainly with you; it will rip you up, lay you open, 
and make all manifest that lodgeth in you; the secret subtilty of the enemy of your souls, 
this searcher and tryer will make manifest. . .consider one another, and provoke one  
another to love and to good works; not forsaking the assembling of yourselves, but  
exhorting one another, and so much the more, as you see the day approaching. And dwell 
in love and unity, in the pure eternal light; there is your fellowship, there is your cleansing 
and washing. . .And the everlasting God, of light, life and power, keep you all faithful to 
your own measure; that so the resurrection and the life ye may witness, and the living 
bread ye may feed on, which, whosoever eateth of, shall never die. (Epistle to convinced 
Friends, 1656) 
 

Anthem  -  Now Thank We All Our God  

   
Now thank we all our God with heart and hands and voices, 
who wondrous things has done, in whom this world rejoices; 
who from our mothers' arms has blessed us on our way 
with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 

O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us, 
with ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us, 
to keep us in his grace, and guide us when perplexed, 
and free us from all ills in this world in the next. 

All praise and thanks to God Creator now be given, 
the Son and Spirit blest, who reign in highest heaven 
the one eternal God, whom heaven and earth adore; 
for thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore.  



   Please remember to submit your Joys and Thanksgivings, In the Light, and Prayers for  
Ongoing Health Concerns which you would like posted in the weekly bulletin and monthly 
newsletter to Jaimie or Ellen. Thank you. 
 
 

JOYS AND THANKSGIVINGS 
 
 

Welcome to Heidi McLaughlin’s new grandbabies, Lex and Dylan. Congratulations to 
this happy family. 
 
Thanks to Ruby Thompson for her loving gift of a warm vegetarian chili dinner to the 
youth group this past Sunday evening. It was delicious, nutritious and we all felt so loved. 
 
Thanks to the hours of labor put in by Wess Daniels in preparing a loving response to  
Monday’s protest. Area friends, clergy and lots of First Friends folks showed up for the 
cause of love. 

  
IN THE LIGHT 

 
 
Prayers for Robert and Nancy Dixon as they travel through health issues. 
 
Bob Plain and Colette Edwards would very much appreciate your thoughts and prayers 
as they each travel through some health issues. They are strong together and even  
stronger with all of you. 
 
 

PRAYERS FOR ONGOING HEALTH CONCERNS 
 
 

Fred and Jean Small. Jim Wilkinson. Ray Hurley. Dawn Davis' mother. Heidi McLaughlin’s 
son Christopher. Helen Hoffman’s mother-in-law, June Hoffman, friends Christina and  
former next door neighbor, Crystal. Jay McCracken and Diane Burn’s granddaughter,  
Ruby. Steve Hoffman. Norm Klos. Ann Burnett.  

Sunday, December 8: 
12:00pm, Monthly Meeting for Business, Fellowship Hall 
 

5:00pm, Join us for Why Christmas? written by Bill and Dawn Davis, staring Marian Lane 
Barwick as baby Jesus and Dawn Davis as the beloved Grandma. All children are  
encouraged to come participate dressed in a costume of anything that *might* have been at 
the nativity. We also have some costumes or they don't have to dress up at all to join in the 
fun. Our soup is being provided by a variety of folks and we are asking you to bring bread or 
a dessert to share. There will be vegan/veggie options. Contact Sheila of you have  
questions or would like can bring some soup! 
 

Monday, December 9: 
11:30am United Society of Friends Women, NOLA Christmas Lunch 
5:30 pm  Going Deeper, Gathering Room 
 

Wednesday, December 11: 
6:15pm, Daisy Newman is doing something different for the month of December. We are 
not having a salad. We are to bring appetizers and desserts to share in the merriment of the 
Christmas holiday. We will be meeting at 6:15 in Fellowship Hall. Kathryn Straughn will be 
the host. Please RSVP Kathryn at luemas@bellsouth.net so we may have the correct  
number of table settings. Look forward to seeing you there. 
 

7:00 pm, Working Group to Undo Racism (WGUR). You are invited to join us as we  
discuss Trevor Noah's Born a Crime: Stories from a South African Childhood as part of 
Greensboro's ONE CITY, ONE BOOK program. Our discussion will be led by  
Michael Robinson, Program Director for NCCJ. Books can be checked out Monday through 
Friday between 8:30am and 12:30pm from Ellen Ramsey in our office. We will also have 
them available to sign out on Sunday mornings at the rise of 11 o'clock worship. You are  
welcome to attend the discussion even if you haven't read the book.  
 
Michael’s online bio says: Sharing perspectives and experiences has always been important 
to Michael. “Most of my life I was an outlier, the Black kid in the mostly white spaces,” he 
says. “I carried with me a lot of pressure to ‘prove’ myself amongst my white counterparts, 
while being constantly reminded that there were some experiences that I was having  
because I was Black that some of them simply couldn’t relate to. In college, Michael attend-
ed a diversity and inclusion conference and was struck by the ability of one presenter to 
“help people grow their awareness and give them strategies to deepen their understanding 
of the world, themselves, and others.” Michael received a Master’s in Peace and Conflict 
studies from UNC Greensboro. In 2016, he founded Shifting Lenses, a workshop series that 
brings people from all walks of life together to discuss divisive issues in public spaces.  
Michael also serves on the board of the Piedmont Interfaith Council and as a part-time  
volunteer coordinator for the Servant Farm. Michael will lead our discussion of  
Trevor Noah's Born a Crime: Stories from a South African Childhood.  
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   Sunday, November 24—continued 
10:00 AM Group Gatherings: This week we will be reading, Margaret Fell of Swarthmoor 
Hall, which highlights her faith journey of listening to God from within, and turning her home, 
Swarthmoor Hall, into a safe haven. Young Friends (ages 4-11) will be gathering in Room 
205, and our youth group along with adult members will be gathering in Room 208. 
  

11:00am Meeting for Worship 
 

12:00pm Thanksgiving Carry-in, Fellowship Hall. 12pm Annual Thanksgiving Carry-In, 
Fellowship Hall. We’ll provide turkey, stuffing/dressing, gravy, and drinks, if folks can bring 
a dish or two to feed their family and two others. Desserts are always welcome, too!  
Hospitality committee members will be in the kitchen starting at 9am to receive food. 
 

Monday, November 25: 
10:00am First Friends Thanksgiving Food Pantry, downstairs 
5:30pm Going Deeper, Gathering Room 
7:00pm, House & Grounds Committee, Library 
 

Tuesday, November 26: 
6:30pm  Night Shelter, Urban Ministries Potter’s House 
 

Thursday, November 28: 
Thanksgiving Day, Office Closed 
 

Friday, November 29: 
Office Closed 
 

Sunday, December 1: 

9:45-10:45am,  Sunday Hosts Training for 2020, Room 102 
 

Sunday, December 1 and 8:  
10:00am Christmas Play Practice for all children and youth will be in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Monday, December 2: 
5:30pm  Going Deeper, Gathering Room  
 

Tuesday, December 3: 
7:00pm  Personnel Committee, Library 
 

Wednesday, December 4: 
7:00pm  Peace and Social Concerns, Gathering Room 
 

Thursday, December 5: 
7:30pm, Taizé Service. As we enter the Advent season, we invite you to join us for a Taizé 
Prayer Service in First Friends Meeting Fellowship Hall. This time of worship through song, 
silence and readings is a way to ground and center ourselves during the busy holiday  
season. Childcare will be provided. 

 CALENDAR AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Photo Directory: 

A photo directory is a powerful tool in our Meeting to help each of us know each other.  
Our last directory is now out-dated and it is time for a new one. Please make an  
appointment to have your picture taken on December 9 or December 15.   
 

There are two ways to make an appointment. 
 

1) Sign up in the foyer on Sundays now through December 8.  
2) Call 336-299-8869 or email office@firstfriendsmeeting.org so we can place you on the 

schedule. 
 

Please be sure to be present at noon on Dec.15 so you will be part of the group picture, 
which will be taken at the rise of the 11am service! 
 

Every family photographed for the directory will receive a copy of the directory and an  
8 x 10 portrait at no additional cost. You will also have the opportunity to purchase  
additional portraits at the time of the photography. So please, sign-up today!  If you have 
family members who live outside of Greensboro and whose pictures you wish to have  
included, please contact Ellen at 336-299-8869 or office@firstfriendsmeeting.org. 
 

First Friends Ministry and Counsel Dates: December 1, January 5, 2020, February 2, 
March 1, April 5, May 3, Library  
 

First Friends Monthly Meeting for Business Dates: December 8, January 12, 2020, 
February 9, March 8, April 19, May 17, Fellowship Hall. 
 

Updated Contact Information: Please make sure we have your current contact  
information for our mailing list and database (email, phone, address). You may call the  
office at 336-299-8869 or email: office@firstfriendsmeeting.org. 
 

Office Notes: Ellen Ramsey will be on vacation from Friday, November 22 through  
Tuesday, December 3. Traci Cossman will be working in the office. 
 

Sunday, November 24:  

9:00am Unprogrammed Worship, Gathering Room 

 

9:45am Choir Rehearsal 

 

Nursery, Newborn to 3: Michale Holliday and Will Spencer are our beloved  
childcare team. 

God of geese going south for another season, your wisdom enables us to 
know what needs to be left behind and what needs to be carried into the 
future. 
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