
 

 

Epiphany Sunday 
January 8, 2017 

First Friends Meeting 



      Gather and Center                   
       

Prelude             Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service           arr. Albrecht
         Lesley-Ann Tommey, flute 
 

Welcome and Announcements                                       Deborah Suess             
  

Joys and Concerns              

     

Silence for Centering Prayer                  
 

         Listen and Respond                    
 

Hymn 236        As With Gladness        

 

Young Friends Message                              Mary Nelle Smith
                 

Anthem             Lead Me To The Light                     - Strommen
                                             

Offertory Invitation and Prayer                                             Jean Christy 
                                                            

Offertory           We Three Kings of Orient Are                   arr. Larson                                                                     

Scripture Reading                    Jean Christy and Ryan Barwick 

Hymn 231        Arise, Your Light Is Come! 

Message                    “Opening to the Unexpected”        Deborah Suess 
  

Sermon Resources: Ruthie Tippin, Barbara Brown Taylor, Joanna, Jan Richardson 
 

Waiting Worship After the Manner of Friends If led to speak, please 
stand and wait for a host to bring a microphone. Please allow for a few 
minutes of silence between messages. 
                                     

          Go Forth in Spirit 

Sung Response          Star of wonder, star of night,  
                Star with royal beauty bright, westward leading,  

              Still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 

             

Benediction                Deborah Suess             
                          

Please close Meeting for Worship by shaking hands with your neighbors.  
 

                  Artwork by Emily Story     



Joining Deborah on the facing bench is Jean Christy. Jean still works 
at Chick-fil-A at Friendly Center, but is looking forward to taking a trip out 
west to Wyoming and Utah this summer during the store remodel. She is 
working to get her mom’s home cleaned out and sold before it drives the 
entire family crazy. 

******************** 

Scripture Reading 

In the beginning was the Word. 
What has come into being through the Word was life 

and that life is the light of all people. 
  

The light shines in the darkness,  
and the darkness cannot overcome it.  

  
 “Where is the child who is born king of the Jews? 

For we have seen his star at its appearing 
and we have come to pay him homage.” 

  
By the tender mercy of our God,  

the dawn from on high will break upon us, 
to give light to those who sit in darkness  

and in the shadow of death,  
to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

  
Pay attention to this, 

as to a lamp shining in a dark place,  
until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 

  
The eye is the lamp of the body.  

If your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light. 
  

You are the light of the world.  
Let your light so shine  

that others may see and glorify God.  
  

And there, ahead of them, went the star. 
 

(Jn. 1.1, 4, 5; Mt. 2.1; Lk. 1.78-79; 2 Pet. 1.19; Mt. 6.22; 5.14, 16; 2.9) 



                      
                               Anthem  -  Lead Me to the Light        Carl Strommen 

 
Star, shine, star, mine,  
lead me to the Child.  

Eastern star, God’s good light, guide me through the night.  
Star, shine, star, mine, show me where He lies.  

To the manger we walk in peace under glowing skies.  
Star-light, star, bright, star of Bethlehem,  
Take me, guide me to our journey’s end.  

Star, shine, star, mine, guide me through the night.  
I will honor the Prince of Peace.  

Lead me to His light.  
 

******************************** 

“To grow may require that we be shaken right to our core. While 

Kneeling on that roadside in Herat, something died within me, giving 

Birth to a realization necessary for me to move forward on my path. 

With each step, a camel lifts its hoof from a stable place on earth in 

Order to move forward. And to reach the sea, each ripple of the river 

Must let go of its present state to surrender to the current.” 

 - Radhanath Swami in The Journey Home book. 

********************* 

First Friends warmly welcomes visitors.  
Please complete the visitor card and place it in the offering plate. 

We invite you to contact pastoral staff with any questions.  
Please help yourself to Quaker literature in the foyer. 

 
Activity packets are available for children  

as well as a fully staffed nursery.  
 

Hearing devices are also available. 
Please see a morning host for assistance. 

 
Gentle Reminder: 

Please silence all electronic devices. 



 

IN THE LIGHT 
 
Denise Kelly, Este and Bill Rayle's daughter, who is recovering at    
Wesley Long Hospital recovering from an infection. She was to return home 
yesterday. 
 
Jenny Rowlett leaves this week for the Outdoor Academy in Pisgah 
Forest, NC, where she will be attending school for her spring semester. 
 
The family of Wayne Jackson. Wayne’s Memorial Service was held at 
First Friends Meeting December 29. Thanks to Sara Beth Terrell and Jack 
Kirk for co-leading this service. 
 
Janis Hammett’s cousin, Alan Cochran, who is in the hospital being 
treated for a brain tumor.   
 

ONGOING PRAYERS FOR HEALTH CONCERNS 
  

Marian Tillman, Jim Wilkinson, Norman Rider, Bill & Este Rayle,  
Helen Hoffman’s mother, mother-in-law and husband, Traci Cossman's  
Uncle Bob, Dawn Davis and her mother, Allyson English’s sister-in-law 
Anne English, Carol Whitley’s brother Tom, Heidi McLaughlin’s son  
Christopher, Rose Corbett’s mother, Betsy Wray. Amy Murphy’s friend,  
Dottie Little. Eugenia Perkins, Fred Small. 
 

 
THANKSGIVING 

 

Thank you to Monica Citty Hix for designing Christmas morning’s meeting 
for worship as we each contributed our “cloth for the cradle.” Thanks to her 
entire family for coming early to help set up and share their ministry of     
music with us.  
 
Thanks to Amy Murphy and Jennifer Brigman for helping lead our New 
Year’s Day meeting for worship. The hymns, the singing bowl, the silence 
were a gift.  
 
 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Restroom Renovation.  We are delighted to announce that tomorrow 
on January 9 our restroom renovations will begin!! This means that 
beginning on January 15 only the downstairs restrooms and upstairs  
children's restrooms will be available. Questions about this much anticipated 
renovation? See Brad McHargue or any member of House and Grounds. 
We are so very appreciative for the many members who have worked hard 
and donated financially to make this update possible.  
 
 

Next Sunday, January 15: 
Friendly Visitors Lunch, Fellowship Hall, 12:15pm. We so appreciate 
your ministry. New Friendly Visitors are welcome. See Deborah Suess or 
Edith Shepherd. 
Sunday Morning Host Training, Gathering Room, 10am. Please join us 
whether you are new or experienced.  
Playground Planning Meeting, Meeting Room, 12pm. We want your    
discernment as we consider how to refit our playground area with equipment 
for our toddlers and children. We will gather after meeting in the Meeting 
room up front. If you are unable to attend but have thoughts, concerns, 
questions or ideas, please contact Sheila.  
 
  

On Monday, January 23, at 7:00 pm, First Friends' Working Group to Undo 
Racism will discuss the book Between the World and Me by  
Ta-Nehisi Coates. This memoir is written as a letter from a father to his son 
about his experiences of race and its meaning in America today. Our         
discussion will be led by Cassandra Israel. Please read this book and join us 
in the Gathering Room. After the discussion, Vicki McCready will lead an 
exercise in how to speak up when confronted by bigotry.  
 

 
 FREEBOOKS! Deborah is “releasing” about 400 of her beloved books. 

They are in the upstairs children’s library. They are yours (with love) for 
the taking! 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  

 

The Transition and Search Committee needs your input as part of the 
search for an Intentional Interim Minister for the next year. Please provide your 
thoughts by taking the three-question survey available here: https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/HCNCXMD. Thank you! 

 

A Clearness Committee is a discernment process for coming to clarity 
about leadings or other life choices based on the Friends belief that we hear 
God's voice better in community than alone. In the workshop we will talk briefly 
about discerning God's voice and spend most of the time practicing the pro-
cess. Led by Sara Beth Terrell, the workshop will be Jan. 29, 12:30-2:30. Bring 
your lunch. Guests welcome. Please let us know if you plan to attend.  Address 
questions to sarabethterrell@gmail.com. 
 
A SCENT-FREE REQUEST: We have several members and attenders at First 
Friends Meeting who are very allergic to fragrances. Please avoid using 
perfumes, colognes, scented lotions on Sunday mornings as you get ready for 
Meeting. Thank you for this act of care and hospitality!  

 
 

 
CALENDAR EVENTS 

 
M&C, 12:15pm, Library 
 

Monday, January 9, USFW, 10am, Friends Historical Society at Guilford 
College 
 

Wednesday, January 11, Daisy Newman, 6:15pm, Fellowship Hall.  Beth 
Joyce and Traci Cossman will be the hosts.  
 

Thursday, January 12, Companions in Christ, 6:30pm, Gathering Room 
 

Tuesday, January 17, House and Grounds, Library, 7pm  

 
 

Friday, January 20, Meeting for Eating, location to be announced, 6:00pm   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HCNCXMD
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HCNCXMD
mailto:sarabethterrell@gmail.com


First Friends is a Quaker Meeting 
building healthy relationships 

with God, one another, and all creation. 
 

336-299-8869 
www.friendlymeeting.org 

office@firstfriendsmeeting.org 
 

Office Hours Typically (but please call before stopping by) 
Monday: Closed 

Tuesday-Thursday: 11:30am-3:30pm 
Friday: 9:00am-Noon 

 
Ministers: Everyone 

 
Deborah Suess, Pastor of Congregational Ministries  

Sheila Hoyer, Pastor of Education and Outreach 
Monica Citty Hix, Minister of Music  

Ellen Ramsey, Office Manager 
Pam Reese, Treasurer 

Ryan Gordy, Nursery Care 
Sophie Rynas, Nursery Care 

Bill Davis, Monthly Meeting Presiding Clerk 
Beth Joyce, Clerk of Ministry and Counsel 

Jim Kimel, Clerk of Personnel & Long Range Planning  

 

To email a Clerk or Staff: (first name)@firstfriendsmeeting.org  
 

Sunday Gatherings 
Unprogrammed at 9:00 a.m. in the Gathering Room 

 Choir Practice at 9:45 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Gathering at 10:00 a.m.   

Semi-programmed at 11:00 a.m. in the Meetingroom 
 

Childcare available in the Nursery  
(Six years of age and younger) 

 
 
 

 


