
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST FRIENDS MEETING 

JANUARY 29, 2017 



      Gather and Center                   
       

Prelude                                  The Ash Grove               Held                          
 

Welcome and Announcements                                          Deborah Suess 
  

Joys and Concerns              

     

Silence for Centering Prayer                  
 

         Listen and Respond                    

 
Hymn 111                        When Morning Gilds the Skies        

 

Young Friends Message                                 Mary Nelle Smith

          
                 

Musical Meditation                The Summons                                        Bell 
                        
                                           

Offertory Invitation and Prayer                                                 Jean Christy

                                                            

Offertory                    Children of the Heavenly Father                arr. Nielson 

Scripture Reading                   Acts 9:1-19    

 
Message   “My Damascus Road... just not as dramatic as Paul's…” 
            Deborah Suess 

  

Sermon Resources: Marcus Borg, Madeline L’Engle, Judith Applegate 
 

Waiting Worship After the Manner of Friends  
If led to speak, please stand and wait for a host to bring a microphone.  

Please allow for a few minutes of silence between messages. 

                                   
Baby Blessing for Adelaide Corrine Lebrato 
   

          Go Forth in Spirit 

Benediction                   Deborah Suess         
                          

 

Please close Meeting for Worship by shaking hands with your neighbors.  
 

                     



 

 
Acts 9:1-19 The Voice  

 

Back to Saul—this fuming, raging, hateful man who wanted to kill every last one of the 
Lord’s disciples: he went to the high priest in Jerusalem for authorization to purge all the  
synagogues in  Damascus of followers of the way of Jesus. His plan was to arrest and 
chain any of Jesus’  followers—women as well as men—and transport them back to 
Jerusalem. He traveled north toward Damascus with a group of companions. Imagine 
this: Suddenly a light flashes from the sky around Saul, and he falls to the ground at the 
sound of a voice. 
 

The Lord: Saul, Saul, why are you attacking Me? 
 

Saul: Lord, who are You?  Then he hears these words: 
 

The Lord: I am Jesus. I am the One you are attacking. Get up. Enter the city.  
You will learn there what you are to do. His other traveling companions just stand 
there, paralyzed, speechless because they, too, heard the voice; but there is nobody in 
sight. Saul rises to his feet, his eyes wide open, but he can’t see a thing. So his 
companions lead their blind friend by the hand and take him into Damascus. He waits for 
three days—completely blind—and does not eat a bite or drink a drop of anything. 
Meanwhile, in  Damascus a disciple named Ananias had a vision in which the Lord Jesus 
spoke to him. 
 

The Lord: Ananias. 
 

Ananias: Here I am, Lord. 
 

The Lord: Get up and go to Straight Boulevard. Go to the house of Judas, and inquire 
about a man from Tarsus, Saul by name. He is praying to Me at this very instant. He has 
had a vision—a vision of a man by your name who will come, lay hands on him, and heal 
his eyesight. 
 

Ananias: Lord, I know whom You’re talking about. I’ve heard rumors about this fellow. 
He’s an evil man and has caused great harm for Your special people in Jerusalem. I’ve 
heard that he has been authorized by the religious authorities to come here and chain 
everyone who associates with Your name. 
 

The Lord: Yes, but you must go! I have chosen him to be My instrument to bring My 
name far and wide—to outsiders, to kings, and to the people of Israel as well. I have 
much to show him, including how much he must suffer for My name. So Ananias went 
and entered the house where Saul was staying. He laid his hands on Saul and called to 
him. 
 

Ananias: Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, sent me 
so you can regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit. At that instant, something 
like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see. So he got up, received the ceremonial 
washing of baptism identifying him as a disciple, ate some food (remember, he had not 
eaten for three days), and regained his strength. He spent a lot of time with the disciples 
in Damascus over the next several days. 
 



   Calendar Events 
  

 Sunday, January 29 
9am Unprogrammed Meeting for Worship, Gathering Room 

10am Godly Play in Room 205 and Faith Seekers in Room 208 
10am Adult Gathering,QuakerSpeak video is "Student Activism as  

Prophetic Ministry."  
11:00am Deborah Suess brings a prepared message.  

Baby Blessing of Adelaide Corrine Lebrato  
12:30pm, Clearness Committee Workshop, Fellowship Hall 

 
 Monday, January 30 Finance Committee, 7:00pm, Library 

  
Tuesday, February 1, Peace & Social Concerns, 

6:30pm, Gathering Room 
  

Thursday, February 2 
Companions in Christ, 6:30pm 

Transition & Search Committee, 7:00pm, Library 
  

Sunday, February 5 
Ministry and Counsel, 12:00pm, Library 

  
Tuesday, February 7, PLRP, 6:00pm, Library 

  
Wednesday, February 8, Daisy Newman, 6:15pm, 

Fellowship Hall 
  
  

First Friends warmly welcomes visitors.  
Please complete the visitor card and place it in the  

offering plate. 
We invite you to contact pastoral staff with any questions.  

Please help yourself to Quaker literature in the foyer. 
 

Activity packets are available for children  
as well as a fully staffed nursery.  

 
Hearing devices are also available. 

Please see a morning host for assistance. 
 

Gentle Reminder: Please silence all electronic devices. 



Joining Deborah on the facing bench is Jean Christy.  Jean still works at Chick-fil
-A at Friendly Center, but is looking forward to taking a trip out west to Wyoming and 
Utah this summer during the store remodel. She is working to get her mom’s home 
cleaned out and sold before it drives the entire family crazy. 
 

IN THE LIGHT 
  

Brad McHargue who is doing traveling visitation ministry Sunday at 
Durham Friends Meetings. 
 

Linda Parker is having knee replacement surgery on Monday. 
 

David Wyrick’s  stepfather, Rex Billings, died recently due to heart failure. 
He was a good friend and husband to David's mother for 38 years. 
  
Sarah Jo Wall, friend of Phil & Monica Hix, is undergoing lung cancer                     
treatments. 
 

Mary Ann Phillips Eisenbrand has lung cancer as well as other              
medical complications. She is the sister of Gloria Phillips Turlington and the  
sister-in-law of Gail Brafford Phillips. Her address is:  
A Touch Above Care, 5800 Llano Rd., Atascadero CA  93422. 
 

 
ONGOING PRAYERS FOR HEALTH CONCERNS 

  
Eugenia Perkins, Fred Small, Doug Parker, Marian Tillman, Jim Wilkinson, 
Norman Rider, Bill & Este Rayle, Helen Hoffman’s mother, mother-in-law 
and husband. Traci Cossman's Uncle Bob, Dawn Davis and her mother,    
Allyson English’s sister-in-law Anne English, Carol Whitley’s brother Tom, 
Heidi McLaughlin’s son Christopher, Rose Corbett’s mother Betsy Wray. 
Amy Murphy’s friend Dottie Little, Janis Hammett’s cousin, Alan Cochran.  
  

THANKSGIVINGS 
 
Congratulations to Sheila Hoyer and Chris Burnett on their wedding. 
 
Congratulations to Greg Woods as he begins serving as the Interim 
Campus Ministry at Guilford College.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Norman Rider has decided to move to assisted living at Friends 
Homes. He is now in room 925 in the Fry Building.  His phone number is still 
336-292-4325. Cards are always welcomed. 
 
FREE BOOKS! Deborah is “ releasing”  about 400 of her beloved books. 
They are in the upstairs children’s library. They are yours  (with love) for the        
taking!  Look for the book shelf in the corner marked with a sign.  
 
Please submit announcements for A Friendly Word newsletter by Tuesday             
afternoon. 
 
Clearness Committee Workshop:  After the ceremonies and marches are 
done, how do we decide what glimmers of possibilities and little nudges are 
ours to do and which are not? How do we discern God's leading and let go 
what is not ours? Clearness committees offer one way of coming to clarity 
about God's guidance for us. Join us today in the Fellowship Hall, 12:30-
2:30. All are welcome. Bring a bag lunch. Address questions 
to sarabethterrell@gmail.com.  
 
Thank you to Sunday Morning Hosts for February: Bill Hass, Wilson 
Sheldon, Rose Corbett and Dale Corbett.  
 
Thank you to Sunday Morning Closer for February: Jay Bumm 
 
Celebration for Deborah & Tim! Join us for a carry-in following Meeting 
for Worship on Deborah & Tim's final (for now) Sunday, February 
26th.  Hospitality will provide the ham and we ask if you are bringing a  
dessert to consider making something with dark chocolate as that is  
Deborah's favorite! There will be a program that will provide plenty of  
laughter, and a few inevitable tears, as we celebrate all that Deborah Suess 
and Tim Jackson have so generously given us for 12 years.  Please email 
Traci Cossman or Beth Joyce if you have any questions. 
 
Did you know that we have lots of Quaker books in our downstairs  
library as well as our upstairs library located by the office? Please take  
advantage of these opportunities. 

tel:(336)%20292-4325
mailto:sarabethterrell@gmail.com


CHILDRENS COLORING PAGE: PAUL ON THE ROAD TO DAMASCUS 



First Friends is a Quaker Meeting 
building healthy relationships 

with God, one another, and all creation. 
 

336-299-8869 
www.friendlymeeting.org 

office@firstfriendsmeeting.org 
 

Office Hours Typically (but please call before stopping by) 
Monday: Closed 

Tuesday-Thursday: 11:30am-3:30pm 
Friday: 9:00am-Noon 

 
Ministers: Everyone 

 
Deborah Suess, Pastor of Congregational Ministries  

Sheila Hoyer, Pastor of Education and Outreach 
Monica Citty Hix, Minister of Music  

Ellen Ramsey, Office Manager 
Pam Reese, Treasurer 

Ryan Gordy, Nursery Care 
Sophie Rynas, Nursery Care 

Bill Davis, Monthly Meeting Presiding Clerk 
Beth Joyce, Clerk of Ministry and Counsel 

Jim Kimel, Clerk of Personnel & Long Range Planning  

 

To email a Clerk or Staff: (first name)@firstfriendsmeeting.org  
 

Sunday Gatherings 
Unprogrammed at 9:00 a.m. in the Gathering Room 

 Choir Practice at 9:45 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Gathering at 10:00 a.m.   

Semi-programmed at 11:00 a.m. in the Meetingroom 
 

Childcare available in the Nursery  
(Six years of age and younger) 

 
 
 

 


