
 

 

 
  

First Friends Meeting 

Twelfth Month, Seventh 2014 

 

 
 

 



Gather and Center 
“There is that near you, which will guide you; oh! wait for it,  
and be sure to keep to it.” – Isaac Penington, 1616-1679  

 
Please welcome our guest flutist, Sahana Giridharan 

 
Prelude           Medley of Carols      arr. Gilliam/McCaskill 
                  
Announcements and Welcome                Deborah Suess  
                

First Friends warmly welcomes visitors.  
Please see the next page for more helpful information.   

 
Joys & Concerns  
 
Silence for Centering Prayer  
 
Hymn 110        O Come, O Come Emmanuel        verses 1,2, & 4 

Listen and Respond 
 

Young Friends Message                    
      
Anthem             Carol of Advent                 Besig 
 
Offertory Prayer            
          

Offertory          Sheep May Safely Graze      Bach, arr. Bay
             
Scripture           Psalm 27: 13-14         
 
Message          “Wait calmly. I will get you a surprise!”        Sheila Hoyer 
                           

Open Worship Today as we rest in the silence, let us allow the Spirit to 
speak to our hearts in the quiet.  

  Go Forth in Spirit 

Hymn 714   Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 
                                   
Benediction                     

  
 



      
Offering the morning message today is our  

Pastor of Education and Outreach, Sheila Hoyer.  
 

Query: 
 

In what ways do you practice being calm and prayerfully waiting?  

 

 
 

 
Join us tonight at 7:00 p.m. for the Longest Night Service also called 

Blue Christmas. This service is a special time of solace and             
remembrance for those who find this time of year  particularly difficult. 
There are many who anguish over lost or broken relationships, or the 

prospect of spending the holidays without a special loved one.         
Others are facing lingering illness or isolation, or are struggling with              

unemployment and lack of financial resources. We will gather together 
to share our hurts with God and to open our hearts to the light God has 

promised us in Christ. Join us, along with our neighbors from                 
Congregational UCC and The Christian Church – for reflective music,     

prayer, scripture, readings and song here at  
First Friends Meetingroom. Pleas plan on sitting up close and on 

the “children’s side”. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
IN THE LIGHT 
Janie Grantham continues to heal from shingles and hopes to begin more 
active physical therapy soon.   
 
Sara Beth Terrell who offers the morning message at Marlboro Friends today. 
 
Families of Larry Dewar and Marian Murchison. Their memorial services 
were held at First Friends last week. We hope to have Marian’s memorial   
service available on-line soon.  
 
Jack Kirk who continues to have health problems.  
 
Rose Corbett’s father JC Wray who is now at home  under hospice care.   
 
PRAYERS FOR HEALTH CONCERNS IN THE WIDER COMMUNITY 
Gail Phillips niece Teri Ariansen. Jenny Hunt’s friend Winston.  Mary Nelle 
Smith’s friend Kassie McKee. Anita Trumpler Rich’s friend, Debbie         
Needham, and her cousin-in-law, Alice Hix. Martha Eakes friend, Jack. Jan 
& Dick Potter’s young granddaughter, Julia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 7—14 
 

Today: 
Ministry & Counsel at 12:15 pm 

Longest Night Service at 7:00 pm 
 

Monday, December 8 
USFW at 10:00 am 

 
Wednesday, December 10 
Quaker Quest at 5:00 pm 
Daisy Newman at 6:15 pm 

 
Thursday, December 11 
Falling Upward at 6:30 pm 

 
Sunday, December 14 

Monthly Meeting at 12:15 pm 
Soup Supper & Play at 5:30 pm 



Do you have prayer concerns you would like to share? Please consider 
submitting them to the office by Thursday at Noon so they can be printed in 
the bulletin and then lifted up during Sunday’s meetings for worship. 
 
JOYS 
 
Karyle Miller and Ryan Gordy are happy to announce their engagement. 
 
Congratulations to Matt Urey and Tim Smith who were married on     
Tuesday here at First Friends Meetinghouse. 
 
THANKSGIVINGS 
 
Our November volunteers: 
Morning Host: Bill Hass, Jenny Ross, Jacynthia,  Addison & Davis Mitchell 
Meetinghouse Closer: Ron Whitley 
 
For all our carolers who sang to our F/friends at Abbotswood and Friends 
Homes and beyond. 
 
For Barbara Potts, Janice Wood, and Nancy Dixon who helped organize 
another beautiful display of poinsettias as well as add beauty to our       
windows for the holiday season.  
 
A NOTE OF THANKS FROM CHARLES & MARY ROUTH 
 
We will always be grateful for your kindness and thoughtfulness throughout 
Marian’s eight months in Whittier Center. Thanks to the staff and members 
for giving their time on a holiday weekend to prepare for the memorial    
service and visitation, as well as the use of your bus and driver, Jim Reese 
for residents of Friends Homes Guilford was greatly appreciated. With Love 
and gratitude, Charles and Mary Routh.  
 
Anita Trumpler-Rich has accepted the position of Music Director at     
Centenary United Methodist Church to begin January 4.  Anita will resign 
her position at First Friends on December 31 with great sadness. She has 
enjoyed her 10-1/2 years here! She has been grateful for the kindness of 
everyone here and has particularly loved working with the choir. Anita will 
retain her membership at First Friends, so she'll participate in activities here 
whenever possible.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 

 
 



FIRST FRIENDS ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please join Daisy Newman Circle on Wednesday, December 10 at 6:15 
p.m. for conversation and fellowship with women of the meeting. Bring your 
favorite item to complement our salad bowl as well as two items to donate 
to Our Friends Food Pantry. Please RSVP to Nancy Dixon 
Rnak1215@bellsouth.net or Gail Shepherd hgcshep@aol.com.  
 
FALLING  UPWARD PART TWO Our next gathering is December 11, 6:30-
8:00 p.m., in the Gathering Room. Upcoming dates will be: January 8 & 22.  
 
'In Honor' cards are available to give as gifts this season. It’s the perfect 
present that honors friends and family and contributes to folks dealing with 
hunger. Any donation you give is welcome and you can choose your card(s) 
from four beautiful designs. See Sheila or pick them up at the office. 
Checks can be made payable to First Friends with a note for Our Friends 
Food Pantry.  
 
All children and youth! Please join us in practicing for the Christmas Play 
at 10am next Sunday. There will be warm drinks and snacks and space for 
adults to spend time together in the Fellowship Hall.  
 
Christmas Play and Soup Supper features a short play written by Bill and 
Ann Hass as well as the ever-popular soup provided by Ian Joyce and  
Company. Please bring bread and/or dessert to share. The play begins at 
5:30pm on December 14 and soup supper will follow. Any and all youth are 
welcome to participate in the Nativity. See Sheila with questions. 
 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service has grown in popularity so will be 
held upstairs in the Meetingroom. A simple time of celebration and     
worship on Wednesday, December 24 at 5:30 pm. Meredith Wood Davis 
will be our storyteller along with various special music. Please bring a      
donation for the food pantry as an offering.  
 
USFW has all the pecans you need for your holiday baking! Each one 
pound is $10 each. Please see a USFW member to purchase!  
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SCRIPTURE            Psalm 27: 13-14 
                                
“I believe that I shall see the goodness of the LORD 
    in the land of the living. 
14 Wait for the LORD; 
    be strong, and let your heart take courage; 
    wait for the LORD!” 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM             Carol of the Advent 
 
Amid the winter’s cold embrace, clothed in a shroud of white, 
An anxious world in silence waits through the dark of night. 
As the lonely song of a dove echoes across the sky above,  
we can feel the moment is near; soon the Child of Peace will appear. 
What child is this the world awaits with quiet expectation? 
When will He come, the promised one, to bring us peace and salvation? 
Raise, raise your prayers on high. Prepare His way, the time is nigh. 
Come, come Emmanuel, O Child of Love and Peace. 
The air grows colder, the light grows dim, dark’ning the sky above. 
But soon the chill of the winter wind will warm with God’s gift of love. 
And a star will brighten the sky; songs of joy will echo on high! 
We will know the moment is here; the Child of Love, and Peace will appear.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
FIRST FRIENDS MEETING 

336-299-8869 
www.friendlymeeting.org 

office@firstfriendsmeeting.org 
 

Office hours for December 8-12: 
Monday: 9:00—1:00 p.m. 

Tuesday: 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
Wednesday: Noon—5:00 p.m. 

Thursday: Closed 
Friday: 11:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 

 
Ministers: Everyone 

 
Deborah Suess, Pastor of Congregational Ministries  

Sheila Hoyer, Pastor of Education and Outreach 
Kristina Pisano, Office Manager 

Pam Reese, Treasurer 
Celeste Currie, Nursery Care  

Ryan Gordy, Nursery Care 
Anita Trumpler-Rich, Organist/Choir Director 

Lawrence Ross, Monthly Meeting Presiding Clerk 
Beth Joyce, Clerk of Ministry and Counsel 

Bob Plain, Assistant Presiding Clerk  

 

To email a Clerk or Staff: (first name)@firstfriendsmeeting.org 
 
 

Weekly Gatherings 
 

Sundays:  
Unprogrammed at 9:00 a.m. in the Gathering Room 

Small Group Gatherings at 10:00 a.m. 
Semi-programmed at 11:00 a.m. in the Meetingroom 

 
Choir Practice on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.   

 
 

 


